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and Simon created it.”



“Inventor of Django” 

“Co-creator of Django” 

“Person who started working 

on Django a year after Adrian 

and Simon created it.”



“Inventor of Django” 

“Co-creator of Django” 

“Person who started working 

on Django a year after Adrian 

and Simon created it.”



Hi, I’m Jacob, and I’m a 

mediocre programmer.
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Why do you assume I’m here?



What are our metrics?
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Myth Fact
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The talent myth  

keeps people out of tech.

Photo by Mr B's Photography - http://flic.kr/p/nKMfpx





Photo by Celeste - http://flic.kr/p/2V3iS8



Programming isn’t a  

“passion” or a “talent” but  
a collection of acquired skills.
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The talent myth  

drives people out of tech.
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The “brilliant asshole”



What does a  
“10x programmer”  

look like?











“In 2003, nearly half of all women who held a computer science 

B.S. were not employed in a science, engineering, or technical (SET) 

job two years after graduation.” 

“Forty-one percent of women leave technology companies after 

10 years of experience, compared to only 17 percent of men.” 

“Fifty-six percent of women in technology companies leave their 

organizations at the mid-level point (10-20 years) in their careers. “

— http://www.ncwit.org/sites/default/files/legacy/pdf/NCWIT_TheFacts_rev2010.pdf

http://www.ncwit.org/sites/default/files/legacy/pdf/NCWIT_TheFacts_rev2010.pdf




Lynn Root



Hi, I’m Jacob, and I’m a 

mediocre programmer. 

Join me!



Thank you! 

jacob@jacobian.org 

Many thanks to Lynn Root, Alex Gaynor, Glyph, Leigh Honeywell, and  
Noah Kantrowitz for their inspiration, feedback, suggestions and comments. 
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